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Festival of Ice 2009 W h a t 
does it take to successfully 
continue a community event 
for 14 consecutive years?  A 
dedicated group of committee 
members & volunteers coupled 
with generous sponsors topped 
of with tremendous community 
support!  We are fortunate 
enough to have been blessed 
with all of these elements culmi-
nating in another successful Fes-
tival of Ice event!   

 What better way 
to experience the spirit of 
the Christmas Season than 
meeting with family and 
friends with the backdrop 
of dynamic ice walls, 
sculptures and fun interac-
tives.  Blocked streets 
transport visitors back to a 

time when life was slower, more reflective.  Instead of the 
sounds of engines and horns visitors heard only the strains of 
holiday music, the clip clop of the horses pulling carriages full 
of riders and the low hum of neighbors meeting and greet-
ing.   
 Cold visitors were beck-
oned by the warmth offered in-
side the Historic Courthouse. 
There they discovered the grand 
òParade of Wreaths ó display 
provided by many local busi-
nesses, organizations and indi-
viduals.  Visitors were also af-
forded the opportunity to view 
the newly hung historic murals 
painted by Yar Chomicky de-
picting several aspects of our communityõs history. There was 
also plenty of toe-tapping music upstairs in the restored 
courtroom with artists performing several genres of music.     

(continued on page 4 -  See Festival of Ice 2009) 

Place to 

Visit for 

January! 
   We often take our huge box stores for granted and assume they were 
large corporate giants before locating an outlet for their products in our 
area.  A case in point is the Giant Food Stores.  Letôs take a journey 
back to corporate headquarters in Carlisle.  The year was 1923 when 
David Javitch opened a two man butcher shop called The Carlisle Meat 
Market with the premise ñthe best product at the fairest priceò. 
   Following a prosperous 13 years in Carlisle, Mr. Javitch bought a 
building at 102 South Main Street in Lewistown, formerly the Maurice 
Prettyleaf Grocery Store.  This was in 1936.  Mr. Javitch named the new 
entity the ñGiant Shopping Food Centerò, offering customers the oppor-
tunity to buy their perishables and dry goods all under one roof, a daring 
endeavor.  By 1955 a larger building with more customer parking was 
built on the corner of North Wayne and Third Streets.  This was followed 
in 1978 by a move to the current location on South Dorcas Street. 
   Business in the late 1930ôs flourished and Javitch expanded the Car-
lisle meat market into a similar full-fledged food center.  By the 1950ôs 
Javitch was opening Giant Food Stores in the new strip centers being 
built in suburban central Pennsylvania areas and by 1968 he opened 
his 9th store in Harrisburg. At this time Davidôs son, Lee, took over the 
leadership position. 
   A strategic decision was made in 1970 to go head-to-head with the 
big chains and Giant bought the Martinôs Grocery Store chain headquar-
tered in Hagerstown, Maryland.  As the 1970ôs closed the company had 
24 stores in operation, employing 3,400 people.  In 1981, the Javitch 
family sold the company to Royal Ahold Corporation of the Netherlands, 
with roots to 1887. 
   Many corporate changes and enhancements have continued during 
the past 18 years with mergers and acquisitions making Giant a leader 
in the grocery store industry.  Today Giant operates two stores in our 
area, the one on South Dorcas Street in Lewistown and one in the Mif-
flin County Commons in Burnham. 
   The next time you are pushing a cart through a Giant Foods Store, 
realize that it all started in 1936 right here in the Juniata River Valley 
along the Kishacoquillas Creek.  The David Javitch pledge of ñthe best 
product at the fairest priceò still stands as credible today.  2011 will mark 
the 75th anniversary of the original Giant Food Store in the Juniata 
River Valley. 



RECURRING EVENTS  
Belleville Sale & Livestock Auction - 

Wednesdays ï All year (unless a holiday) in 
Belleville 7am-3pm. Amish & Mennonite baked 
goods, produce, quilts, antiques, livestock, and 
wares.  Large Flea Market and food vendors. 

717-935-2146 
 

January Events  
Poverty Simulation Event - January 14, 2010 - 
9:30amð12:30pm at Grace United Methodist 
Church Fellowship Hall.  There is no cost to 
attend this event.  However, registration is 
necessary, space is limited.  Contact: Karin 

Knode at 248-4942 ext 157 or 
kknode@tiu11.org 

  
Penn State Learning Center Lewistown - 

Curriculum and Instruction That Engages and 
Motivates Adolescent Learners (C I 498A) (3 

credits). The course meets on Tuesdays, 
January 26-April 27 at the Penn State Learning 

Center, 152 East Market Street Suite 100 in 
Lewistown, and is Act 48 approved. For more 
information or to register for this course, call 
800-228-1627 or visit www.ceup.psu.edu. 

 
Savor Flavors From Around The World - Sacred 

Heart School Benefit Jan 30 -  6-10pm at the 
Lewistown Community Center.  Enjoy an 

evening of flavors from Europe, Asia, and the 
Americas at this one-of-a-kind event! Tickets 

are available for a donation of $50.  Purchased 
at: Dan Bennett State Farm Agency, Downtown 
OIP, JP Edwardôs, Calkins Subaru, & Sacred 

Heart Parish Office.  Info: Clara Acker (717)242
-4443 or Dan Bennett at (717)248-2010 

 

February Events  
4-H family fun night - Comedy Hypnosis Night - 
February 5, 2010 at the Lewistown Community 

Center.  Penn State Cooperative Extension 
Office 717)248-9618. 

 
Belleville Mennonite School - Chocolate 

Festival in the high school gymnasium from 
Noon ï 4:00 PM For more information, call 

(717) 935-2184 or click on 
www.bellevillemennoniteschool.org. 

 
Annual Special Needs Center Lip-sync 

competition February 20th - at the Lewistown 
High School Auditorium 

 
 
 

P a g e  2            J a n u a r y  2 0 1 0  

w w w . j u n i a t a r i v e r v a l l e y . o r g 

PFEW Celebrates Business!! 
    Amid all of the countryôs economic woes 
we read about daily, there is a wonderful 
and unique program that is designed spe-
cifically to celebrate American private enter-
prise.  That program, Pennsylvania Free 
Enterprise Week (PFEW), is open to all of 
our area 10th and 11th grade students and 
is celebrating thirty-two years of providing 
outstanding educational opportunities for 
Pennsylvania young people during its four 
sessions this summer.  Completely funded, 
taught and staffed by practitioners from the 
Pennsylvania private sector, PFEW is world 
renowned for the quality of its curriculum and for the ñemotional journeyò that its participants take 
as they explore the American private enterprise system. 
   With the challenges faced by the American economy, PFEWôs important work has taken on 
even greater significance in recent years.  John Trombetta, president & CEO of the Foundation 
for Free Enterprise Education (PFEWôs parent organization) said, ñYoung people today are fre-
quently ñoff balanceò by what is occurring in the broad American economy.  The average sixteen 
or seventeen year old has never experienced an economic downturn and certainly not one of the 
magnitude which our country is currently struggling through.  Too often they are jaded and cyni-
cal about business and business people and by what they have read in the newspapers or seen 
or heard on TV and radio.  Fortunately, PFEW can, and does, completely transform a young per-
sonôs attitudes after they have spent seven days with some of Pennsylvaniaôs outstanding busi-
ness men and women.ò  Does it work?  Of the nearly 1,400 students who attended last summer: 
97.7% reported that they had a better understanding of the American free enterprise system and 
their roles in it; 95.3% reported that PFEW would be helpful in choosing their career; 96.8% re-
lated that PFEW would benefit their personal lives and a whopping 97.5% wrote ñmy sponsorôs 
money was well invested.ò  Considering the average age of a PFEW participant is sixteen or sev-
enteen, those are high marks indeed! 
    PFEW will run four individual sessions in July and August of 2010.  Applications are being ac-
cepted now and may be obtained through the guidance office at any area school.  (Sessions this 
year will be held at either Lycoming College or the Pennsylvania College of Technology, both in 
Williamsport, PA.)  Students are on scholarship and each participant is assigned to be a member 
of a ñmanagement teamò operating a computer-simulated ñcompanyò for an imaginary three 
years.  A ñloaned executiveò from the Pennsylvania business community is with them for the en-
tire week as a ñCompany Advisorò as the team explores all aspects of todayôs highly competitive 
global marketplace.  The students hear from speakers on a variety of topics that are germane to 
the private sector: Business and Finance, The Role and Relationship of Business and Govern-
ment, Taxation, Labor Relations, Business Ethics, and much, much more.  Is PFEW effective?  
Consider this quote from Ms. Caroline Margolis of Abington, PA, ñYou have given me a glimpse 
of the real world and the knowledge of what greatness I am capable of.  This program has 
changed my life, now I feel confident about my future.  PFEW gives a very special opportunity for 
students to learn about business and ourselves that school alone cannot do.ò  
   The Chamber is proud to support PFEW and encourages local companies and civic organiza-
tions to provide sponsorship for our area students and, if possible, even volunteers for the ses-
sions.  (PFEW is totally taught, funded and staffed by the Pennsylvania private sector.)  Each 
student attends PFEW on a fully tax-deductible $525 scholarship (the actual value of the scholar-
ship is $1,500) which is provided by a local firm or organization.  The students wear the sponsorôs 
name during the program and all scholarship providers are recognized in a variety of ways for 
their support.  Students write to their sponsors following the program to report on what they have 
learned.  PFEW is also an approved organization through the PA Educational Improvement Tax 
Credit (EITC) program.   
   If you would like to learn more about this award-winning program and how you can help, or if 
you have a member of your family who might want to participate, visit the PFEW website at 
www.pfew.org.  You may also contact John Trombetta, president & CEO of the Foundation for 
Free Enterprise Education at (814) 833-9576 or e-mail him at john@pfew.org. 

2009 PFEW pqrabkq }j^k^dbjbkq qb^j~ 
discussing their corporate strategy. 

S c h ed u l e  o f  E v e n t s  

http://www.juniatarivervalley.org/events.asp?mind=events
http://www.juniatarivervalley.org/events.asp?mind=events
mailto:kknode@tiu11.org
http://www.ceup.psu.edu
http://www.juniatarivervalley.org/events.asp?mind=events
http://www.bellevillemennoniteschool.org/
http://www.juniatarivervalley.org
C:/Documents and Settings/Jill Haubrick/My Documents/My Data Sources
mailto:john@pfew.org
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Minimally -Invasive Weight Loss Surgery Option To Improve Health
 Nearly two out of three U-S adults are overweight or obese.  Dr. Virginia Wray and 

Dr. Edward Ridings are now working together to provide a healthy option for patients who 

struggle with weight loss.  Adjustable gastric banding is a type of weight-loss surgery that 

helps morbidly obese patients achieve and maintain a healthier body weight. 

 This new procedure using the Realize Banding Solution ï has many benefits.  Itôs a 

minimally invasive procedure.  It can be adjusted to control the rate and amount of weight 

loss.  It can be a safer alternative to gastric bypass surgery.  And itôs permanent for long-term 

success. 

 Individuals may be a candidate for surgery, if they meet the following criteria:  Have a 

body mass index (BMI) greater than 40 or a BMI greater than 35 with associated medical con-

ditions, Are at least 18 years of age, Have a medical condition(s) related to excessive weight, 

Are unable to lose weight and keep if off through diet and exercise alone, Do not have medical 

conditions that could cause serious complications during or after surgery.  For more informa-

tion contact Dr. Virginia Wray at (717) 242-7099. 

The Pomeroy Academia Bridge  The Juniata County His-

torical Society reports 
that much has been 
happening recently to 
protect against vandal-
ism at the Pomeroy 
Academia Bridge.  If 
you recall there has 
been an arson attempt 
and graffiti damage 
since the restoration work was completed last spring. 
 A surveillance/security system has been installed and is oper-
ating, with eight cameras, recording onto DVR.  There is no internet 
service yet as Nittany Mediaôs tower on Tuscarora Mountain requires 
FCC approval before it becomes operational.  A telephone pole must be 
erected yet near the bridge with an antenna to interface with the tower.  
As soon as the FCC approves the tower, the bridge will go online and 
the web pageôs address will be published.  There will also be a link on 
the Juniata County Historical Society website. 
 Two of the cameras can be positioned remotely and alerts can 
be programmed into the system to notify of activity when the bridge is 
closed, which is from sunset to sunrise.  Images will be recorded and 
stored for a defined period of time.  When the web page is ready it will 
direct anyone who notices suspicious activity to contact the State Po-
lice; their telephone number will be provided.  Signs are to be posted 
alerting all visitors that the bridge is under surveillance. 
 The State Police vandalization investigation is still active 
though no arrests have been made.  The society is still offering a $500 
reward for information leading to the arrest and successful prosecution 
of those who set fire to a piece of clothing in an attempt to burn the 
bridge and those who spay painted the walls of the bridge.   Anyone 
who has information or knows someone who does is encouraged to call 
Trooper Michael Elder at 320-1003. 
             Caretaker, LLC, of 34 West Market Street in Lewistown was 
contracted for the graffiti removal at the bridge and Michael Tate of 
G.M.E. Communications installed the surveillance system.  This is an-
other networking success story where three chamber members have 
come together in order to solve problems for one and provide work pro-
jects for the other two. 

The Great 
Chip Drop 

2009  
 During the 
final hours of 2009 
downtown Lewis-
town was bustling 
with safe, family-
friendly activities to celebrate the closing of an old 
year and anticipation of the coming new year.  This 
event featured musicians, food vendors, horse-drawn 
carriage rides, childrenõs activities and extended hours 
for many downtown businesses.  
 Hundreds of local residents (both past & pre-
sent) assembled on 12-31-09 at the square in down-
town Lewistown to celebrate the arrival of a brand 
new decade!  What better way to celebrate the spirit 
of the Juniata River Valley than to join family and 
friends at this community celebration.   At the stroke 
of midnight a giant replica bag of hometown-icon 
Hartleyõs Potato Chips built especially for the Chip 
Drop, is lowered from its 100 foot perch.  The count 
down is chanted by the crowd as fireworks burst forth 
over the downtown adding to the festive atmosphere.  
 A big thank you to the community or-
ganizations, businesses and individuals led by 
Community Partnerships RC & D for providing 
us with such a unique community experience!  

http://www.juniatarivervalley.org
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2010 Board of Directors  

Meetings Notice:  
 

Visitors Bureau Meetings:   
Thursday, January 21st  

Thursday, April 15th  
Thursday, July 15th  

Thursday, October 21st  

  
Chamber of Commerce Meetings:   

Monday, January 25th  
Monday, April 19th  
Monday, July 19th  

Monday, October 18th  
 

All meetings will be held at the Historic 
Courthouse conference room on the second 

floor at noon.  

 New this year 
was a large childrenõs ac-
tivity tent, provided by 
Love Shine Rentals in 
the Embassy Theatre 
parking lot.  Many volun-
teers manned this tent 
nightly offering fun holi-
day crafts. Toodles the 
Clown ,  a l ias Lisa 

Heckman, provided gingerbread themed childrenõs enter-
tainment in Glickõs Shoe Fly.  Pony rides were also avail-
able this year for young riders to test their equestrian 
skills.  Llamas were also present willingly waiting for a 
friendly pat or photo.   
 A GIGANTIC 
thank you to everyone 
who helped to make 
this event a HUGE 
success! From the vol-
unteers from the HHC 
2-112th IN National 
Guard who helped 
unload and set up the 
ice, to Bryson Wag-
ner of Brysonõs Stuff who made sure all vendors were wired 
for power, to the Lewistown Borough & Mifflin County 
Probation as well as all our generous sponsors and so many 
in between.  Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts .   This event is one more reason why those outside of 
our Juniata River Valley travel here to òDiscover our Good 
Natureó! 

Festival of Ice 2009 (continued) 

 What is the first thought that comes to 
mind when you hear the words, the AAA Motor 
Club?  Is it: Emergency road service?  Road maps?  
Travel planning?  Travel Guides? 
 Of course, it is all of the above, and much 
more.  A quick tour of their web-site is an eye open-
ing experience.  A sampling of categories paints an in-
triguing picture; Automotive, Financial Services, Insur-
ance, Membership, Discounts, Travel, Traffic Safety, 
and AAA World Magazine. 
 So why does AAA need a local store front in 
downtown Lewistown on the corner of North Brown 
and Third Streets?  Itõs all about the agencyõs philoso-
phy of providing customer service with the personal 
touch. 
 Local manager Ellen Martinez and her staff 
are there six days a week to help you choose the level 
of membership to match your individual needs.  They 
guide you through motor travel plans, select the 
needed maps and guide books, provide title and 
transfer service, take passport photos &  produce trip-
tics.  They also remind you to use your member-
ship card for discounts on purchases at busi-
nesses such as Lewistown Florist, J.P. Edwards 
and Downtown OIP.  
 Take a few minutes to cruise www.aaa.com  
click on Central Penn AAA and wonder why you 
arenõt already a member.  The next stop is a visit 
at the store to meet the staff and enroll.  Then 
hit the open road feeling safe and prepared for your 
next adventure. 

Contact Information:  
33 N Brown Street, Lewistown PA, 17044 

Member Services: 242-2221 
Toll Free: 1-800-762-2302 

Hours: Mon - Fri, 9am - 5pm and Sat 9am - Noon 

Member Since 1993!  

http://www.juniatarivervalley.org
http://www.aaa.com
http://www.aaa.com/
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Please join us in welcoming our new Chamber Member 
by patronizing their businesses!  Their membership 

reflects their integrity as a responsible business owner and demonstrates their 
commitment to the community. 

AgChoice Farm Credit, ACA  

Crider -Mitchell Construction  

Dunkin' Donuts  

Glick's Shoe Fly  

Groninger, John E.,  Inc.  

J M Young and Sons  

Logan House  

Mifflin County Savings Bank  

Rotary Club of Lewistown  

Snedeker Oil Company, Inc.  

Kentucky Fried Chicken  

Hoss's Steak and Sea House  

Mifflin County Library  

MCS Transportation  

Geisinger Medical Group -Lewistown  

Waterfront Tavern  

GLCC Associates, L.P.  

Big Brothers Big Sisters  

Michael Grego Advertising  

JDWEB.cc LLC  

McNabb, Tom & Ann  

Overhead Door Co. of Nittany Valley  

Bushmen Landscaping  

Schardt, Larry  

MANPOWER 

South Side Hoagie Shop  

Mifflin County Youth Fair  

Barger's Landscaping Plus  

Beeline Stump Grinders  

Keystone Custom Modular  

H A P P Y  A N N I V E R S A R Y !  

w w w . j u n i a t a r i v e r v a l l e y . o r g 

Do you have an  

upcoming event? Let 

us promote it for you!  
Send it to us by fax to 717.248.6714 or 

email to: jrvvb@juniatarivervalley.org . 

Midnite Candles 
& Crafts  

500 Valley Street 
Lewistown PA 17044 

 
Brian Powers & 
Mary Dobson 
(717)348-7890 
(717)953-9292 

 
Web:  www.midnitecandles.com 

Email:  store@midnitecandles.com 

The Dutch Pantry  
114 West Market Street 
Lewistown PA 17044 

Scott Keys 
(717)348-6445 
(717)953-9292 

www.thedutchpantry.com 

Centre County Grange  
Encampment & Fair  

 
169 Homan Lane 

Centre Hall PA 16828 
 

Darlene Confer 
(814)364-9212 
(814)364-9243 

 
Web:  www.grangefair.net 

http://www.juniatarivervalley.org
mailto:jrvvb@juniatarivervalley.org
http://www.midnitecandles.com/
mailto:store@midnitecandles.com
http://www.thedutchpantry.com/
http://www.grangefair.net
http://www.grangefair.net
http://www.grangefair.net/


The Christmas Holi-
day After Hours 
Celebration was 
held this year at 
Deihlõs Flower 

Shop and was part-
nered by the Burnham OIP Restaurant . To quote a familiar 

Christmas Classic; in the air there was most assuredly the feeling of Christmas.  The 
Deihlõs showroom was bursting at the seams with anything you could dream of to fulfill 
your holiday gift giving and decorating needs.  If you listened very closely you could hear the cogs turning in visitorsõ heads as 
they jotted mental notes for future purchases as well as items for their own wish lists. 
 Guests simply had to follow the wonderful aroma wafting from the greenhouse area to discover that Rich Coast 
Coffee was on hand serving up coffees, teas & cocoas to warm your spirits as well as your taste buds.  Tours were conducted 
throughout the business highlighting the òbehind-the-scenesó workings of a busy floral shop.  Thank you Dan Firth, Bill Basom 
and the entire Deihlõs staff as well as Mike Bailey and the OIP staff for a delightful evening.   
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2010 after hours:  

January 27 -  Wilsonõs Gift & 
Jewelry 

February  -  Penn State 
Continuing Education 

March - Squire Brownõs, LLC 
April 28 - After Hours EXPO 

May - Metzler Forest 
Products 

June - Central PA Dock & 
Door 

July - South Hills Business 
School of Lewistown 

August - Embassy Theatre 
September - Walnut 
Springs Racquet Club 

October - Paint the Town 
Pink with Mary Kay 

November - Rich Coast 
Coffee 

December - Holiday 
Gathering hosted by Quillas 

Creek 
 

2011 after hours  

January -  Hossõs Steak & 
Sea House 

February -  Goinõ Postal 
March - Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Parish and School 

April - Belleville Mennonite 
School 

May - OPEN 
June - OPEN 
July - OPEN 

August - OPEN 
September - One-Stop 

Communications 
October - OPEN 

November - OPEN 

   Networking  is essential to business success. 
Through the interaction with other community business 
people, you make contacts, expand knowledge and better 
understand opportunities in the region. We hold at least one 
major event a month, such as a òBusiness After Hours.ó  
A òBusiness After Hoursó is a social, business event that 
allows you to meet new business prospects, exchange 
business cards and network in a fun, relaxed atmosphere 
after work. 
   It is a GREAT opportunity for your sales and marketing 
staff to broaden their contacts, 
as well as to make people 
aware of your services/products.  
It is also an inexpensive way to 
say "thank you" to your staff 
and business friends.  It's one of 
the BEST bargains in town!  
Great food, fun and 

networking for a 
minimal charge ! 
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 After Hours Expo - Wednesday, April 28 th , 5-8 pm  
Home & Office EXPO- Making Our Homes & Offices Inviting & Productive   

é

SAVE  

the  

DATE!  


