
Hal loween is over !  

Thanksgiving is soon upon 

us!  The Festival of Ice 

signals the official start 

of the Christmas Season 

and winter weather.  

Thousands of children 

and adults will take part in this annual Juniata River 

tradition -  The Festival of Ice!  

 Many kids made their very first visit to the ice 

lined streets in Kindergarten 13 years ago and now 

they are freshmen in college or part of the workforce 

as adults.  They will have memories to pass on to the 

next generations for many years to come.  

 Come out and feel the spirit and assist us in 

making it all happen with your business sponsorship in-

vestment.  Itôs all for the 

people of the Juniata River 

Valley, provided by the busi-

nesses and organizations of 

the Juniata River Valley.  

See you on December 3 rd , 

4th and 5 th.  Thanks for 

making it happen thirteen 

wonder filled years!  
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Place To Visit for NOVEMBER   The 
Christmas season is upon uséshopping, 
baking, holiday cards, wrapping paper, 
wreaths, decorating the tree andésetting up 
the train that runs round and round on the 
base of the tree.  What?  You donõt have a 
train?  You do have one but itõs in storage 
and the last time you set it up it didnõt work.  Well, we have 
answers to your prayers. 
   Mr. Ed Forsythe was gifted with his very first train a short 
time prior to his second birthday.  That gift set a lifetime 
hobby into motion and today, after recently retiring from a 
totally unrelated career, Ed owns and operates a train 
store, complete with trains, accessories and repair service.  
Think Lionel!  Think G, O, HO and N gauge trains! 
Think starter sets!  Think track, scenery, scented smoke 
fluids, engines, kits, loads of advice and tons of enthusiasm! 

   Ed started out in the late 
1990õs doing repairs to friends 
and family members trains.  
Word spread and soon he was 
spending all his free time 
working on trains, using space 
in his home, much to his wifeõs 

dismay.  With gentle prodding, he moved into a vacant 
building next door and soon he was stocking trains and 
accessories. 
 Today that building is bursting at the seams (20ó by 
30ó) and extra stock fills the second floor and his basement 
next door.  People come from great distances to shop and 
talk trains.  Edõs Trains is the only authorized Lionel Train 
dealer (and repair station) in Mifflin County.  Ed also buys 
and sells used trains and has many 
vintage and gently used trains for 
sale. His store features a working 
layout that is worth the trip just to 
watch it run. 
 Watch for the òEdõs Train 
Shopó sign in Vira (short distance 
from Burnham).  In November the 
hours are Tues -   Fri, 10 to 7, Sat, 8 to noon.  In December 
the store is open everyday, call 248-4862 for hours. 
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Tues. November 17th 
1:30pm - 7pm 

Bryce Jordan Center 
University Park, PA 

 
FREE & Open to the public!  Free ParkingñUse Gate B En-
trance at the Bryce Jordan Center to enter.  There will be 
over 175 businesses from the Central Pennsylvania Region 
showcasing their precuts and services.  All are welcome to 
come - consumers, business owners, entrepreneursñ
EVERYONE!  There will be a total of 9 FREE workshops of-
fered throughout the day.  

RECURRING EVENTS  
Belleville Sale & Livestock Auction - 
Wednesdays ï All year (unless a 
holiday) in Belleville 7am-3pm. 

Amish & Mennonite baked goods, 
produce, quilts, antiques, livestock, 
and wares.  Large Flea Market and 

food vendors. 717-935-2146 
 

November EVENTS  
Dairyland Gift Shop After Hours - 

Monday November 9th  
 

Farm City Banquet: 
November 10, 6:30 PM.  
Location:  Pennôs Valley 

Christian Retreat  - Ferguson 
Valley Road.  Cost:  $13.00/
Adult  $6.50/Children (4-10) 

Purchase tickets from the Mifflin 
Co. Extension Office OR in our 

office. 
 

The Diabetes Resource Center at 
Lewistown Hospital presents 

Diabetes Day Wed, November 11th 
9am - 3:30 pm Lewistown Hospital, 

Classroom 4 
 

Belleville Mennonite School Players 
present The Diary of Anne Frank 

November 12 ï 14  
Nightly Performances 7:00 pm  

 
Central PA Regional Business & 

Industry EXPO - Tuesday, 
November 17, at the Bryce Jordan 

Center. 
 

Christmas Open House in Big 
ValleyðNov 28-29 

December EVENTS  
Festival Of Ice - Dec 3-4-5 

5-9pm 5-10pm 11-2pm 
Downtown Lewistown, PA 
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Room Tax  Did you 
realize that the operating 
budget for the Juniata River 
Valley Visitors Bureau is fed 
primarily by a sales tax on 
overnight stays at hotels, mo-
tels and bed & break-
fasts?  This has been the case for 
the past six years.  The state of 
Pennsylvania passed legislation 
allowing each county to enact a 
sales tax for the exclusive pur-
pose of promoting tourism.  It is collected by the county 
treasurer and can be a percentage of the room charge up to 
five percent.  Both Mifflin and Juniata Counties chose 
three percent. 
 This opportunity enabled the Visitors Bureau to ex-
pand from a committee of the Chamber of Commerce into an 
agency with non-profit corporate status (501 C6).  This type 
of tax on visitors is common practice in almost all of the 
states in the United States and removes the burden from the 
local residents.  In essence the visitor pays the bill for the 
marketing expenses incurred by the region they are visit-
ing.  It just doesnõt get much more equitable than that.  

Meet the Candidates  
 -  Juniata County  

 The Chamber of Commerce hosted a òMeet 
the Candidates ó breakfast at the Family House 
Restaurant on route 35 in Mifflintown on October 8th.  
Juniata County candidates for District Attorney, Reg-
ister & Recorder, Treasurer and Sheriff were all pre-
sent and were given the opportunity to present their 
platforms.  Questions from the audience were written 
down and presented by moderator, Jed Donohue of 
Nittany Media. 
 The Lewistown Sentinel and the Juniata Senti-
nel covered the event and Nittany Media filmed the 
proceedings for broadcast on their cable network.  
The news conference format makes events like this so 
important for the candidates in reaching the voters. 

Photo(s) courtesy of The Sentinel 

http://www.juniatarivervalley.org/events.asp?mind=events
http://www.juniatarivervalley.org/events.asp?mind=events
http://www.juniatarivervalley.org/events.asp?mind=events
http://www.farmcity.org/index.html
http://www.juniatarivervalley.org
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Penn State 
Learning Center Lab 
  Penn State, 
Lewistown Hospital and 
the Mifflin-Juniata Ca-
reer & Technology Cen-
ter proudly unveiled the 
new Multidisciplinary Science and Health Laboratory on Monday, 
October 26th.  Located in the Penn State Learning Center at the 
Regional Business Center 152 East Market Street in downtown 
Lewistown (former Danks building), the lab will serve as a training 
place for health care professionals. 
 The lab offers high technology human patient simulators 
to assist in training student nurses and related technical skills.  In 
addition to the financial support of the three partners, an equip-
ment grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Indus-
try for $196,000.00 was awarded. 
 This co-operative endeavor will greatly enhance the Lew-
istown School of Nursing and the Career & Technology Centerôs 
LPN programs in addition to other medical career offerings such 
as EMTôs and nursing home employees.  The series of life-like 
computerized, programmable mannequins will provide studentôs 
hands on procedures without risks to patients.  This provides a 
harmless means to learn from mistakes and be viewed on a big 
screen video system so fellow students and instructors can watch 
the procedures and offer input.  
 This collaboration of the partners will greatly enhance the 
educational opportunities for local students to attain medical spe-
cialty education while affordably living at home. 

Trick or Treat & A Movie   Down-
town Lewistown Incorporated (DLI) 
sponsored the annual Safe Night Trick 
or Treat in downtown Lewistown on 
Friday evening, October 30th, from 
5:00 to 7:00 P.M.  Literally hundreds 
and hundreds of children accompa-
nied by adults lined the streets as busi-
nesses filled their bags and pumpkins 
with Halloween treats.  This continues to be one of the 
most popular events of the year, having taken place an-
nually for well over a decade. 
 The Embassy Theatre Board of Directors added 
even more excitement to the evening by offering a free 
outdoor movie at 7 P.M.  Attendees were asked to bring 
lawn chairs and warm clothing to the vacant lot adjacent 
to the theater.  The horror-comedy classic òBud Abbott 
and Lou Costello meet Frankensteinó was to be projected 
on the side wall of Laskaris Restaurant, however, it was 
postponed due to inclement weather.  This would have 
marked the second outdoor movie the Embassy had pre-
sented this year.  Letõs hope more are in the offing. 
 Watch for activity in the spring as the Embassy 
starts investing recent grant dollars in continued upgrades 
to the exterior of the theater building.  This will be fol-
lowed by the initial renovations to the interior auditorium.  
The project needs donations to see the restorations con-
tinue.  Make your checks out to òEmbassy Theatreó and 
mail them to:  Friends of the Embassy Theatre, Inc.,                           
114 second Avenue, Burnham, PA   17009.  

IV & Lewistown Career Fairs  The Chamber of Commerce 
Business & Education Committee sponsored a Career Fair for juniors and sen-
iors on October 22nd at the Indian Valley High School and the Lewistown High 
School.  850 students had the opportunity to meet representatives 
from 41 schools of higher learning and the military, in addition to 
nine businesses. 
 The presenters were very pleased to have the opportunity to reach 
students at two separate high 
schools in one day, especially in 
such close proximity to each 

other.   This was the third annual fair the committee has sponsored and the very 
first at Lewistown. 
 Both were enthusiastically received by students, administration and 
guidance councilors.  We gratefully acknowledge our members who contributed 
financially to allow us to make the fair take place: Crider-Mitchell Construction, 
Metzler Forest Products LLC, Miller-Gentry CPAõs, Penn State Continuing Edu-
cation, South Hills School of Business & Technology and YBMC. 
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